Guidelines for submission of the Letter of inquiry:

The Letter of Inquiry must be on the Letterhead of the applying organization and include:

1. Date

2. Contact person and title

3. Specific dollar amount requested from RMHC and statement as to whether organization has previously requested/received funding from RMHC 

4. A statement summarizing the purpose and activities of the organization (not to exceed 200 words)

5. A statement summarizing the purpose of the proposed project including specific needs to be addressed

6. Target population and number of children to be served by the project

7. Objectives of the project and expected outcomes

8. How the project will be evaluated

9. The time period the grant will cover

THE LETTER OF INQUIRY SHOULD BE A MAXIMUM OF THREE PAGES, TYPED AND SINGLE-SPACED.


Please attach the following to the letter of inquiry:

· Organizational budget

· Total project budget that clearly indicates how funds requested of RMHC will be used 

· Copy of 501(c) 3 letter from the IRS

Please Send 18 COPIES of your letter of inquiry and attachments (NO Staples) to:

Karen Judson

Grants Coordinator

Ronald McDonald House Charities®
3727 14th Street, NE

Washington, DC 20017

202.529.8204

For additional information about the Ronald McDonald House Charity, our local Houses, or our programs, please contact Lisa Smith, Executive Director, 703.698.7080.

Ronald McDonald Houses of DC & NOVA

 
www.rmhc.greaterdc.org

      3727 14th St., NE
3312 Gallows Rd.

       Washington, DC 
Falls Church, VA

                      20017
                  22042

          202.529.8204
      703.698.7080
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MISSiON
Ronald McDonald House Charities® of Greater Washington, D.C. (RMHC®), a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization, creates and supports programs that directly improve the health and well being of children in our community. Ronald McDonald Houses serve as a home-away-from-home for families of seriously ill children receiving treatment at area hospitals. The Houses in the Greater Washington D.C. area have served nearly 19,000 families since opening their doors in 1980. Other RMHC programs include the Ronald McDonald Family Room® at Children’s National Medical Center, and the Ronald McDonald Care Mobile® in partnership with Georgetown University Hospital.

GRANTS PROGRAM

Financial support for our Grants Program is limited to funds raised through special promotions coordinated by RMHC® National and McDonald’s Family Restaurants. The organizations we fund also positively impact the health and well being of children in portions of Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia and in Washington, D.C. 
Your organization must meet the following standards to be considered for a RMHC Grant:

· 501(c)3 designation from the IRS

· A program that directly benefits children

· A demonstrated ability to meet the needs of a specific group of children in a manner that yields measurable results

· A specific project that requires funding

· A consistent and effective management team in place

· Focused goals and objectives

· A broad base of other sources of funding and support

Applying for a grant 

In order to be invited to submit a grant application, your organization must first submit a LETTER OF INQUIRY (please see guidelines for the Letter of Inquiry on the reverse of this brochure). If the RMHC Grants Committee approves your Letter of Inquiry, a formal grant application will be sent to you for your completion. Grant applications are reviewed three times annually. The entire grant making process may take up to six months to complete.

The average grant award is $10,000.

FOCUSED FUNDING INITIATIVE

In addition to our regular grants program, RMHC of Greater Washington, D.C. currently has a special interest in funding programs that address the needs of at-risk youth, ages 12-21, specifically in the areas of health care, shelter, nutrition, education, and case management. These grants are larger, multi-year awards. Please contact RMHC for more information on this new initiative.

RMHC generally does not fund:

· Advertising or fundraising drives
· Programs that are primarily political, religious, or recreational
· General and administrative costs, including salaries 
· Intermediary funding agencies
· Endowment campaigns
· Organizations with annual operating budgets over $2,000,000
· The same organization in successive years
2012 Deadlines for the letter of inquiry

       January 16 • April 16 • August 20
Please note that Letters of Inquiry must be received by 5 PM on the due date.

